
WESTCOAST
ADVENTURE
COLLEGE

INFO KIT



The program is set up for people wishing to work 
in Adventure Tourism who want to have good 
foundational knowledge and confidence to start 
their new career path! 

Our main courses can be 

With the combination of all these skill sets 
students are set up for a large number of lifestyle 
jobs, where every day brings new fun challenges.
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WHAT WILL I LEARN AT WESTCOAST ADVENTURE COLLEGE?

We don’t just meet the provincial curriculum for the Adventure Tourism Level 2 
certification, we exceed it! Our 8 month program consists of 12 Courses. In addition to 
these courses, students will be able to receive 7 industry related certifications.

Westcoast Adventure College has been running since 2002, and was started to meet the 
Adventure Tourism industry’s demand for qualified and experienced individuals. As the 
college has been around for so long, we now have excellent connections with many 
industry leading companies, many of whom hire our graduates exclusively.

All of the instructors at Westcoast Adventure College still work in the Adventure Tourism 
Industry, meaning that their skills and knowledge are relevant and remain up to date.

WHAT DOES THIS COLLEGE DO, AND WHY IS IT DIFFERENT?
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https://www.westcoastadventurecollege.com/adventure-courses/#courses


Each year the college is approached by more businesses looking for students to hire than 
the number of students we have, which means that most students have jobs lined up before 
they even graduate.

In terms of jobs in Adventure Tourism, most of our grads start their exciting new career in one 
of the following areas:
     • KAYAK GUIDE
     • WHALE WATCHING / WILDLIFE INTERPRETER
     • HIKING GUIDE
     • FISHING GUIDE
     • SAILING / POWER BOAT CRUISE CREW

That being said we have graduates guiding Polar Bear Tours in the arctic, running their own 
kayaking companies or working as Naturalists on private yachts!

HOW LIKELY AM I TO GET A JOB AFTER GRADUATION AND 
WHAT AREAS CAN I EXPECT TO WORK IN?
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WHAT GEAR DO I NEED AND USE?

• Headlight or Flashlight
• Sleeping Bag
• Sleeping Mat
• Rain Gear (pants and jacket)
• Hiking Boots or Sturdy Running Shoes
• 45-50l Back Pack (if you already have a   
    larger one then that works too)
• Fox 40 Whistle
• Silva Ranger CL Compass (or comparable)

• Pocket Multi-Tool or Knife
• Water Bottle
• Warm clothes (no cotton or wool –  
    polyester/fleece is best)
• Wetsuit, Booties, and Gloves (5ml surfer 
    suit with hood preferable or a more 
    expensive drysuit)
• 10L drybag
• Waterproof notepad

Classes are typically 9-4 / Mon-Fri, however this does change for some weeks, such as 
when the class goes on overnight trips and for certain other classes. This means that it 

is very possible to work a job alongside the course. It is important to note that students 
working a job alongside studying are required to make arrangements with their employers 

when there is a conflict of class time and work schedule, as missing classes will not only affect 
the student doing so but also the rest of the class. The students will be aware of the 

schedule well in advance, so this should not be a problem.

WHAT DOES A TYPICAL CLASS WEEK LOOK LIKE?
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WHAT DOES THE WESTCOAST ADVENTURE COLLEGE
BEING A PRIVATE COLLEGE MEAN FOR ME?

The Westcoast Adventure College is designated through the Private Training 
Institutions Branch, which is under the Ministry of Advanced Education of 

British Columbia. 

PTIB sets basic education standards for registered private career training institutions 
in British Columbia and establishes standards of quality which must be met by 

accredited institutions. This allows students to apply for student loans. In addition 
the Westcoast Adventure Colleges pays 1% of all tuition towards the BC training fund, 
which offers protection for all students attending approved private colleges within BC.

For more information visit: privatetraininginstitutions.gov.bc.ca

WHY GO TO COLLEGE IN SOOKE?

The Westcoast Adventure College is uniquely positioned in that we have 
access to the booming tourism industry of Victoria, which boasts the busiest 
visitor centre in Canada, along with access to a whole range of parks and some 
of the best coastline in the world for kayaking and sailing. The College’s unique 
location allows students to smoothly and quickly transition from the classroom to on 
the water or to nearby trails, optimising the use of time during classes.
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WHAT DOES THE APPLICATION PROCESS LOOK LIKE?

The application process from here:

Fill in Full Application Form (see link below or find it on the website)

Arrange an interview with our Business Director Scot Taylor by emailing 

info@westcoastadventurecollege.com. This is the perfect time to ask any questions you 

have about the program or the Adventure Tourism Industry, as well as to see if the 

program would be a good fit for you. We strongly encourage prospective students to 

come and check out the college, but we can also do Skype, Facetime or phone 

interviews if that is not possible.

Upon successful completion of the interview you will be sent an acceptance letter 

which shows you have been offered a place at the college.

In order to reserve a seat you will have to send us the following:

 - The contract that you will have been sent.

 - A $250 non-refundable cheque

 - 2 post dated cheques for July 1st 2022 and December 1st 2022 

   Your Grade 12 Certificate if applicable.*
* If you are 4 years out of high school then you will not have to send your grade 12 certificate, 
   a copy of your driver’s licence or passport showing date of birth will suffice.
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DOES THE COLLEGE PROVIDE ACCOMMODATIONS?

The college does not provide accommodation, however, we are approached by a number 
of locals in Sooke each year with rooms or apartments to rent which we forward on to 

our students, in addition to what's available in Sooke and Greater Victoria.

HOW FIT DO I HAVE TO BE TO TAKE THIS COURSE?

During the course, students will go for full day hikes in challenging terrain, 
paddle for multiple days in a row and will have to kneel etc for extended 

periods of time during the first aid course. 

For this reason students are expected to have a base level of fitness and to 
maintain that level. Applicants must inform the college of all conditions that 

could in any way inhibit their participation in classes. Students must also 
inform instructors in a timely fashion of any injuries that have occurred during 

the course or other conditions that could affect their participation so that 
potential alternatives can be sought.
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WHAT DOES THE PROGRAM COST INCLUDE?

Included in the cost of tuition are several internationally recognized certificates, 
which give students a leg up over the competition and allow them to travel to other 
countries for work as well. 

A large part of the cost goes towards paying for these certifications, which if taken 
individually would cost more than the whole cost of tuition factoring in time and 
accommodation. 

For a full list of Certificates and Courses included in the program

For the program costs, and to start your application click below!

 

WE ARE REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO LEARNING WITH YOU THIS YEAR!

Phil Foster      Scot Taylor
Education Director       Business  Director  

Cell 250 818 1212     Cell 250 858 3789 
phil@westcoastadventurecollege.com  scot@westcoastadventurecollege.com
  

CLICK TO APPLY NOW!

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTSCANADIAN STUDENTS

CLICK HERE
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https://www.westcoastadventurecollege.com/adventure-courses/#courses
https://www.westcoastadventurecollege.com/application/canadian-application/
https://www.westcoastadventurecollege.com/application/international-application/
https://www.westcoastadventurecollege.com/application/canadian-application/



